
Y3 History 

Who first lived in Britain? 
Term: Autumn 1 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.  

Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Shelter – a place that gives protection 
from bad weather or danger.  
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Hunter-Gatherer – A person who 
survives by hunting wild animals and 
gathering food from plants. 
 
Tribe – A group of people that live 
together and live a common way of life. 
They also share the same language.  
 
Artefact – an object that relates to a time 
in history that we can use to learn about 
that time.  
 
Archaeology – The science of studying 
things from the past and piecing parts of 
history together from the evidence found. 
 
Archaeologist – a person who studies 
human history using artefacts and 
evidence. 
 
Community – a group of people living in 
the same place.  
 
Period – a set amount of time.  

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Palaeolithic – The Old Stone Age, this 
period began 2 million years ago when the 
first tools were made 
 
Mesolithic – Refers to the middle part of 
the Stone Age. It began around 12,000 
years ago and farming began in this 
period. 
 
Neolithic – Also known as ‘the new stone 
age’. This period began about 10,000 years 
ago. 
 
  

 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 
 

 BC means Before Christ 
 AD means ‘Anno Domini’ in Latin which stands for “in the year of our Lord”. 
 The Stone Age was when the first humans began to live in Europe. 
 Stone Age people used stones as tools, built shelters and hunted and gathered their food. 
 The Stone Age is split into 3 periods: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic  



Y3 History 
 During the Iron Age humans used iron to make tools, farmed land instead of hunting and lived in communities. 
 During the Bronze Age metals were used to make hunting tools and humans began to farm land.  
 Skara Brae is an archaeological settlement of 8 houses in Scotland from the Stone Age. 
 Stonehenge is a famous monument that was built in the Stone Age.  

 
“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
N/A 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 4 – Who were the Romans and what did we learn from them? 

• An artefact is an object that relates to a time in history that we can use to 
learn about that time.  

• Archaeology is the science of studying things from the past and piecing 
parts of history together from the evidence found. 
 

Year 5 – Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 
• A tribe is a group of people, families or villages that share the same 

language, social customs, and ancestors. 
• An Archaeologist is a person who studies human history using artefacts 

and evidence. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y3 History 

What is the monarchy and how has it changed from 1066? 
Term: Spring 1 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 
Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 

ANCHOR WORDS 
 
Divorce – when people who were 
married, separate permanently 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Parliament – a group of people who 
make the laws for a country. 
 
Monarch – another name for the 
King or Queen.  
 
Reign – the period of time that a King 
or Queen rules in a country.  
 
Heir – the heir to the throne is the 
person who will be King/Queen next. 
 
Conquer – to overcome and win 
something by force 
 
Battle – a fight between large groups 
of people. 
 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Unite – to bring people or things 
together.  
 
Establish – to set up something new. 
 
Figurehead – a person who is 
important and well known in a 
country but doesn’t have much power 
to make laws or change things.  
 

 William the Conqueror (William I) 
 King John 
 Henry VIII 
 Queen Anne 
 Queen Victoria 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 
 

 The Normans came to rule Britain in 1066 following the Battle of Hastings and were led by William the Conqueror (William I). 
 William I created the Domesday Book which showed who owned land in Britain.  
 King John ruled between 1199-1216 
 King John was forced to sign the Magna Carta which limited the power of the monarchy and led to the establishment of parliament.  
 Henry VIII ruled between 1509-1547 
 Henry VIII is famous for having 6 wives and he created the Church of England. 
 Henry VIII was desperate for a male heir to continue his rule. 
 Queen Anne created Great Britain by uniting England and Scotland.  
 Queen Victoria was the leader of the British Empire.  
 The Royal Family still exists today in a figurehead role.  



Y3 History 
“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Year 2- What do we know about the Victorians and the way they lived?  

• Queen Victoria was born in 1819 and reigned from 1837 to 1901 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 4 – Who were the Romans and what did we learn from them? 

• An empire is a group of nations or people under one ruler or government 
• To conquer is to overcome and win something by force 

 
Year 4 – How have the Ancient Greeks affected our lives today? 

• a democracy is a form of Government where ordinary people have power 
through voting 

• a dictatorship is a government or a country ruled by a dictator 
 

Year 4 – What Impact did the first railways have in Britain? 
• the government is the group of people who have the power to make laws 

for a country 
 

Year 5 – What impact did the Industrial Revolution have on Greater 
Manchester? 

• During the 1800’s the Industrial revolution spread through Britain. 
 

Year 5 – Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 
• The Bayeux Tapestry was an embroidered piece of fabric showing 

events/battles/invasions during the Anglo-Saxon times 
• The Anglo-Saxon age in Britain was from around AD410 to 1066 after the 

last Roman soldiers left in 410. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y3 History 

How can we recreate the wonder of Ancient Egypt? 
Term: Summer  1 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – The achievements of the earliest civilizations. Depth study of Ancient Egypt.  

Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Artefact – an object that relates to a time 
in history that we can use to learn about 
that time. 
 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
BC – used to show that a date is before the 
year 0. This is counted backwards, so 200 
BC is before 100 BC. 
 
AD – used to show that a date is after the 
year 0. This is counted forwards, so AD 100 
is before AD 200. 
 
Civilization – an advanced stage of 
development of a society. The society 
would have a strong government, laws, 
written language etc. 
 
Fertile – soil that is good for growing 
plants.  
 
Irrigation – a system of canals or channels 
Egyptians dug to supply water to grow 
crops over a larger area than the water 
would reach naturally. 
 
Priest – a person who leads religious 
services and prayers.  
 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Pharaoh – a ruler of ancient Egypt. 
 
Sphinx – a creature in Egyptian mythology 
that has a lion’s body and the head of a 
human or animal. 
 
Cartouche – an oval shape in which the 
names of kings and queens were often 
written in hieroglyphics to show that they 
were special. 
 
Hieroglyphics – a system of writing that 
used pictures and symbols instead of 
letters. 
 
Sarcophagus – a stone coffin. 
 
 

 Tutankhamun  
 Howard Carter 

 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 

 Egypt is in North East Africa bordering the Middle East. 
 Ancient Egypt existed 5000 years ago. 
 Egypt owes much of its success to the River Nile whose flooding cycle and controlled irrigation allowed for fertile land and prosperous agriculture.  
 The Ancient Egyptians were ruled by Pharaohs. 
 The Ancient Egyptians built pyramids which contained tombs for the Pharaohs.  
 Artefacts have been found inside the pyramids which helped us to find out about them and their lives. 



Y3 History 
 Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphs to communicate and write. 
 The Ancient Egyptians were a very advanced civilization because they had water systems, irrigation and advanced building techniques. 
 The powerful Egyptians had slaves. 
  The Egyptians had a well-structured society with Pharaohs at the top, nobles, scribes, priests, farmers and slaves. 
 The status of women was relatively high in Egyptian society.  
 Religion was really important to the Ancient Egyptians who had a strong belief in the afterlife. 
 Howard Carter was a British archaeologist and Egyptologist who became world-famous after discovering the intact tomb of  Tutankhamun in November 

1922. 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
N/A 
 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 4 – Who were the Romans and what did we learn from them? 

• A civilization is an advanced state of development of a society. 
• Romans were famous for building over 800 miles of Roman roads 
• Roman aqueducts supplied fresh, clean water for baths, fountains and 

drinking water for ordinary Roman people. 
 

Year 4 – How have the Ancient Greeks influenced our lives today? 
• Rulers who have a lot of power of a place and make most of the decisions 
• A civilization is an advanced state of development of a society. 

 
Year 6 – Why was the Islamic Civilization known as ‘The Golden Age?’ 

• A civilization is an advanced state of development of a society. 
 

 


