
Y4 History 

Who were the Romans and what did we learn from them? 
Term: Autumn 2 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – The Roman Empire and it’s impact on Britain.  

Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Empire – a group of nations or people 
under one ruler or government. 
 
Impact – a strong and powerful effect.  
 
Invasion – the act of invading by an 
enemy or hostile army. 
 
Rome – the capital city of Italy. 
 
Emperor – the ruler of the empire. 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Aqueduct – Roman aqueducts 
supplied fresh, clean water for baths, 
fountains and drinking water for 
ordinary Roman people. 
 
Civilization – an advanced state of 
development of a society. The society 
would have a strong government, laws, 
written language etc. 
 
Conquer – to overcome and win 
something by force. 
 
Gladiator – a Roman man trained to 
fight with weapons. 
 
Roman Empire – the name used for 
the land that was controlled by the 
Romans. 
 

STEP ON WORDS 
 
Caledonia – the name used in Roman 
times for Scotland.  
 
Celts – people living in Britain in 
Roman times. 
 
Colosseum – a large building or 
outdoor theatre used for 
entertainment events of sports.  
 
Legion – a large section of the Roman 
army – made up of 5000 soldiers.  
 
Picts – tribes from Caledonia. 
 

 Julius Caesar 
 Claudius 
 Boudicca (Celtic Queen of East 

Anglia) 
 Emperor Hadrian 

 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 

 
 Julius Caesar was the emperor who ordered the invasion of Britain and failed. 
 Claudius was the emperor who ordered the invasion and conquest of Britain and succeeded. 
 Boudicca was the Celtic Queen of East Anglia who revolted against Rome. 
 Emperor Hadrian built Hadrian’s Wall which marked the northern limit of Britannia.   
 By AD 48 the Romans had conquered large parts of Britain. 
 Romans were famous for building over 8000 miles of Roman roads. 
 The Roman Army was very powerful and had many weapons 
 Roman gladiators would fight for entertainment.  

 



Y4 History 
“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Year 3- What is the monarchy and how has it changed from 1066? 
(Monarchy/ Empire) 

- Knowing how someone can come to power and that they are a ruler who 
reigns. 

- To know that the Romans were in Britain before 1066. 
-  

Year 3- How can we recreate the wonder of Ancient Egypt? 
(Gods/Civilization) 

- Knowing that the rulers of different countries can be named differently. 
- Comparable, advanced civilizations at a similar time. 

 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 5 – Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

- Time period began after the Romans left Britain. 
- Gods 

 
Year 6 – Why was the Islamic civilization (around 900AD) known as ‘The 
Golden Age’? 

- Chronological time periods and religion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y4 History 

How have the Ancient Greeks influenced our life today? 
Term: Spring 2 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – Ancient Greece: A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.   

 
Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 

ANCHOR WORDS 
 
Border – a boundary (invisible line) 
between two countries. 
 
Civilization – an advanced state of 
development of a society. The 
society would have a strong 
government, laws, written language 
etc. 
 
Inspired – to be influenced by 
something or somebody.  
 
Invent – to think of, come up with, 
or create something brand new.  
 
Rule – to have a lot of power of a 
place and make most of the 
decisions.  
 
Western – a place or group of 
people that are from the west. 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Democracy – a form of Government 
where ordinary people have power 
through voting.  
 
Dictatorship – a Government or 
country ruled by a dictator – where 
just one person has all the power. 
 
Discipline – to train other people 
(or yourself) to follow certain rules 
or obey laws.  
 
Influence – when something 
happens which has an effect on 
another person or thing.  
 

STEP ON WORDS 
 
Acropolis – an Ancient Greek building built high on 
a hill.  
 

 Spartans 
 Athenians 
 Alexander The Great 
 Zeus 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 

 
 Greece is in Europe and borders the Mediterranean Sea 
 The Ancient Greeks were an advanced civilization 
 The Greeks called themselves “Hellenes” and their land was “Hellas” 
 Ancient Greece was divided into ‘City States’ which all ruled themselves. 
 Spartans believed in strict discipline and a tough upbringing because they wanted to make good soldiers. 
 Athenians believed in democracy. 



Y4 History 
 The Peloponnesian War was fought between Athenians and Spartans and lasted for 27 years.   
 Democracy means allowing citizens to make their own decisions for their own personal lives 
 Alexander The Great was a very powerful ruler who managed to control all of Greece. 
 Zeus was one of the most important Greek Gods – he was the King of the Gods 
 The Ancient Greeks invented the Olympic Games around 776BC – this inspired the modern day Olympic Games. 

 
“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Year 3- How can we recreate the wonder of Ancient Egypt? 
(Gods/Civilization) 

- Comparable advanced civilizations. 
- Similar geographical region. 
- Gods/rulers 
- Religion was really important to the Ancient Egyptians who had a strong 

belief in the afterlife. 
 

Year 4 – Who were The Romans and what can we learn from them? 
(Gods/Civilization/Ancient societies) 

- Comparable advanced civilization. 
- Gods/rulers 

 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 6 – Why was the Islamic civilization (around 900AD) known as ‘The 
Golden Age’? 

- Chronological time periods and religion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y4 History 

What impact did the first railways have in Britain? 
Term: Summer 2 

Statutory NC Objectives: 
 KS2 History – A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. A significant turning point in 

British history.  
Key Vocabulary Key historical figures 

ANCHOR WORDS 
 
British – something or somebody that is 
from Great Britain. 
 
Government – the group of people who 
have the power to make laws for a 
country. 
 
Significant – an event that is important 
or caused things to change.  
 
Steam – the vapour that is created when 
water is heated. Can be used to power 
machinery.  
 
Transport – the means of moving or 
carrying people or things from one place 
to the other.  
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Objection – to disagree with something 
and tell others that you disagree.  
 
Engine - a machine that uses energy 
from fuel or electricity to do work, such 
as to move. 
 
Industrialise – to bring engineering, 
machinery and business in to a place. 
 
Route – a road or course of travel from  
 
Chronological – when things are put in 
order according to the time they 
happened. Usually starting from the 
event furthest away.  
one place to another. 

STEP ON WORDS 
 
Diesel – machines can be powered with 
diesel engines. 
 
Locomotive – an engine that moves by 
its own power. It is used to pull or push 
railroad cars.  
 

  Thomas Savery 
 George Stephenson 
 Thomas Cook 
 William Wordsworth 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should know that: 
 

 The first railroads were in the 18th century coal mines. 
 Thomas Savery invented and made one of the ever steam engines in 1698. 
 The word “locomotive” means moving engine. 
 George Stephenson built the Liverpool to Manchester railway line which opened in 1830 – his famous locomotive “The Rocket” was the first to travel on this 

line. 
 By the 1850s passengers could travel at previously unthinkable speeds of around 50mph. 
 At the start of WW1 the government took control of all railways in Britain and this continued until 1921. 
 In 1923, all railway lines in Great Britain were grouped in to 4 main companies.  
 Thomcanaas Cook (the man who eventually set up Thomas Cook travel agents) made use of the railway lines to transport his customers from place to place. 
 William Wordsworth the poet objected to plans for railway lines as he thought it would spoil the beautiful countryside.  



Y4 History 
 Building the railways had a big impact on Britain – it created jobs, made goods cheaper, helped to spread information faster and changed the countryside in a 

way that neither the canals, nor the new roads, had ever been able to do. 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Year 2- Victorians- What do we know about The Victorians and the way they 
lived? 

- The changes made in Greater Manchester due to the Industrial 
Revolution. 
 

Year 1- Manchester Bee- Where is Greater Manchester and what is there? 
- Links to industrial revolution and the use of trains and railways to help 

this. 
 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
Year 5 – How has leisure and entertainment changed throughout the 20th 
century? 

- Transport evolved (railways) to make travel for holidays easier. 
 
Year 5 - What impact did the Industrial Revolution have on Greater 
Manchester? 

- Use of the steam train in the development of the Industrial Revolution. 
 

 


