
Reception - RE 

Which stories are special and why? 
Term: Autumn 1 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Special – better, greater or otherwise different from 
what is usual 
 
 
Books – a written or printed work bound in covers 
   
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Pray – address a prayer to God or another deity 
 
God - God is usually viewed by Christians as the 
supreme being, creator, and principal object of faith 
 
Jesus - The man who Christians believe is the son of 
God. 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Worship - The feeling of adoration for a deity 
 
Bible - Christian scriptures consisting of Old and 
New testaments 
 
Qur’an - The Islamic sacred book 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Talk about some religious stories 
 Recognise some religious words, e.g. God, Jesus 
 Identify some of their own feelings in the stories they hear 
 Identify a sacred text, e.g. Bible, Qur’an 
 Talk about what Jesus teaches about keeping promises and say why keeping promises is a good thing to do 
 Talk about what Jesus teaches about saying ‘thank you’ and why it is good to be thanked 

 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
KS1 – What can we learn from sacred books? 

 

 



Which times are special and why? 
Term: Autumn 2 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Christmas – Annual Christian festival celebrating 
Jesus’ birth 
 
Jesus -The man who Christians believe is the son of 
God 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Celebration – an action of celebrating an important 
day or event 
 

Easter - the most important and oldest festival of the 

Christian Church 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Festival - A day or period of celebration 
 
Diwali - A Hindu festival with lights 
 
Sukkot - A major Jewish festival held in the Autumn 
 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Give examples of special occasions and suggest features of a good celebration 
 Recall simple stories connected with Christmas/Easter and a festival from another faith 
 Say why Christmas/Easter and a festival from another faith are special times for believers 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 
 
 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
KS1 – How and why do we celebrate special and sacred times? 

 

 

 



Which people are special and why? 
Term: Spring 1 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Special - better, greater, or otherwise different from 
what is usual 
 
Different – Not the same as another or each other 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Qualities/Talents – A distinctive attribute of 
someone 
 
 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Sikhism - A religion founded by Guru Nanak 
 
Community – A group of people living in the same 
place or having characteristic in common 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Talk about people who are special to them 
 Say what makes their family and friends special to them 
 Recall and talk about Jesus as a friend to others 
 Recall a story about a special person in Sikhism and talk about what can be learnt from it 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
KS1 – Who is a Muslim and what do they believe? Who is Jewish and what do 
they believe? Who is a Christian and what do they believe? 

 

 

 



Which places are special and why? 
Term: Spring 2 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Special - better, greater, or otherwise different from 
what is usual 
 
Church – A building used for Christian public 
worship 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Memories – something remembered from the past 
 
Religious – Relating to or believing in a religion 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Spiritual - Relating to religion of religious belief 
 
Worship – The feeling of adoration for a deity 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Talk about somewhere that is special to themselves and say why 
 Be aware that some religious people have places that have special meaning to them 
 Identify some significant features of special places 
 Recognise a place of worship 
 Get to know and use appropriate words to talk about their thoughts and feelings when visiting a church 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 
 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
 

 

 



What is special about our world? 
Term: Summer 1 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
World – The earth together with all its’ countries 
and people 
 
Feelings – An emotional reactio 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Nature – The physical world, e.g. plants, animals, 
landscape 
 
Prophet Muhammed – The Arab founder of Islam 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Natural World - all of the animals, plants, and other 
things existing in nature and not made or caused by 
people 
 
 
Creation – The creating of the universe 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Talk about things they find interesting, puzzling or wonderful and also and also about their own experiences and feelings about the world 
 Retell stories, talking about what they say about God, the world, human beings 
 Think about the wonders of the natural world, expressing ideas and feelings 
 Express ideas about how to look after plants and animals 
 Talk about what people do to mess up the world and what they do to look after it 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
KS1 – How should we care for others and the world , and why should it matter? 

 

 



Where do we belong? 
Term: Summer 2 

 Early Learning Goal:  Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t 
always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Early Learning Goal: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 
of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Key Vocabulary 
ANCHOR WORDS 

 
Religious – Relating to or believing in a religion 
 
Special - Better, greater or different than what is 
usual 
 

GOLDILOCKS WORDS 
 
Christian – A person who is a believer in Christianity 
 
Prophet Muhammed – The Arab founder of Islam 

STEP-ON WORDS 
 
Baptism - A Christian ceremony or occasion 
 
 
Islam - The religion of the Muslims 

Key Knowledge 
By the end of this unit, the pupils should: 
 

 Retell religious stories making connections with personal experiences 
 Share and record occasions when things have happened in their lives that made them feel special 
 Recall simply what happens at a traditional Christian infant baptism and dedication 
 Recall simply what happens when a baby is welcomed into Islam 
 

“Bridging Back” (previous years/cross-curricular content) 
 
Age 30-50 months 
•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. •Remembers and 
talks about significant events in their own experience. •Recognises and describes 
special times or events for family or friends. •Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends 
or family. •Enjoys joining in with family customs and traditions 

“Bridging Forward” (future years/cross curricular content) 
 
KS1 – What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 

 


