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Spelling Curriculum Overview Year 3 – Autumn Term
Autumn 1

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Rule

Recap Y2 common 

exception words

Recap Y2 common 

exception words

Recap Y2 common 

exception words

Spelling Rule 1 -

Adding suffixes 

beginning with vowel 

letters to words of 

more than one syllable

Spelling Rule 1 -

Adding suffixes 

beginning with vowel 

letters to words of 

more than one syllable

Spelling Rule 2 - The 

/ɪ/ sound spelt y 

elsewhere than at the 

end of words (e.g. gym, 

myth... etc.)

Spelling Rule 2 - The 

/ɪ/ sound spelt y 

elsewhere than at the 

end of words (e.g. gym, 

myth... etc.)

TEST WEEK

Words

door

floor

poor

because

find

kind

mind

behind

children

wild

most

only

both

old

cold

gold

hold

told

every

money

climb

everybody

even

great

break

steak

pretty

beautiful

after

father

could

plant

hour

move

prove

improve

sure

should

would

Christmas

sugar

eye

who

whole

any

many

clothes

busy

people

water

again

half

parents

path

bath

past

pass

last

grass

fast

class

child

beginner

beginning

forgetting

forgotten

gardener

gardening

limitation

limited

limiting

preferred

prefer

beginner

beginning

forgetting

forgotten

gardener

gardening

limitation

limited

limiting

preferred

prefer

myth

gym

Egypt

pyramid

mystery

dynasty

symbol

synagogue

mysterious

mystical

myth

gym

Egypt

pyramid

mystery

dynasty

symbol

synagogue

mysterious

mystical

20 words from the 

previous weeks

Autumn 2
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

Rule

Consolidation Week + 

Spelling Rule 25 - Word 

list – years 3 and 4 - a to 

bi-

Spelling Rule 3 - The /ʌ/ 

sound spelt ou (e.g. couple, 

touch... etc.)

Spelling Rule 3 - The /ʌ/ 

sound spelt ou (e.g. couple, 

touch... etc.)

Spelling Rule 4 - More 

prefixes (1 of 3)

Spelling Rule 4 - More 

prefixes (1 of 3)

Spelling Rule 5 - More 

prefixes (2 of 3)

TEST WEEK

Words

accident

accidentally

address

answer

appear

arrive

believe

bicycle

actual

actually

country

young

touch

double

trouble

couple

courage

cousin

rough

tough

country

young

touch

double

trouble

couple

courage

cousin

rough

tough

disappoint

disagree

disobey

inactive

incorrect

illegal

illegible

immature

immortal

imperfect

impossible

impatient

disappoint

disagree

disobey

inactive

incorrect

illegal

illegible

immature

immortal

imperfect

impossible

impatient

irresponsible

irrelevant

intercity

interact

international

interrelated

anticlockwise

antiseptic

antisocial

autobiography

autograph

20 words from the 

previous weeks
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Spelling Curriculum Overview Year 3 – Spring Term

Spring 2
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Rule

Consolidation Week + 

Spelling Rule 26 - Word list –

years 3 and 4 - br- to ce-

Spelling Rule 8 - The suffix –

ly

Spelling Rule 8 - The suffix –

ly

Spelling Rule 9 - Words with 

endings sounding like /ʒə/ 

or /tʃə/ (e.g. adventure, 

creature... etc.)

Spelling Rule 9 - Words with 

endings sounding like /ʒə/ 

or /tʃə/ (e.g. adventure, 

creature... etc.)

TEST WEEK

Words

calendar

breath

breathe

build

busy

business

caught

centre

century

certain

sadly

usually

completely

finally

comically

happily

angrily

gently

simply

humbly

nobly

basically

dramatically

sadly

usually

completely

finally

comically

happily

angrily

gently

simply

humbly

nobly

basically

dramatically

measure

treasure

pleasure

enclosure

creature

furniture

picture

nature

adventure

measure

treasure

pleasure

enclosure

creature

furniture

picture

nature

adventure

20 words from the previous 

weeks

Spring 1
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Rule
Consolidation Week + 

Common Exception Words

Spelling Rule 17 - The /ɔ:/ 

sound spelt a before l and ll

Spelling Rule 18 - The /ʌ/ 

sound spelt o

Spelling Rule 19 - The /i:/ 

sound spelt –ey

Spelling Rule 20 - The /ɒ/ 

sound spelt a after w and qu

TEST WEEK

Words

accident

accidentally

address

answer

appear

arrive

believe

bicycle

actual

actually

irresponsible

irrelevant

intercity

interact

international

interrelated

anticlockwise

antiseptic

antisocial

autobiography

autograph

redo

refresh

return

reappear

redecorate

subdivide

subheading

submarine

submerge

misbehave

mislead

misspell

redo

refresh

return

reappear

redecorate

subdivide

subheading

submarine

submerge

misbehave

mislead

misspell

information

adoration

sensation

preparation

admiration

fixation

inflammation

elevation

restoration

20 words from the previous 

weeks



3

Spelling Curriculum Overview Year 3 – Summer Term
Summer 1

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5

Rule

Consolidation Week + Spelling 

Rule 26 - Word list – years 3 and 4 

- br- to ce-

Spelling Rule 10 - Endings which 

sound like /ʒən/ (e.g. erosion, 

pension... etc.)

Spelling Rule 10 - Endings which 

sound like /ʒən/ (e.g. erosion, 

pension... etc.)

Spelling Rule 11 - The suffix –ous

(1 of 2)

TEST WEEK

Words

calendar

breath

breathe

build

busy

business

caught

centre

century

certain

division

invasion

confusion

decision

collision

television

erosion

fusion

passion

pension

division

invasion

confusion

decision

collision

television

erosion

fusion

passion

pension

decision

collision

television

erosion

glamorous

courageous

curious

hideous

courteous

20 words from the previous weeks

Summer 2
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

Rule

Spelling Rule 12 -

The suffix –ous (2 

of 2)

Spelling Rule 13 -

Endings which 

sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, 

–ssion, –cian (1 of 

2)

Spelling Rule 13 -

Endings which 

sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, 

–ssion, –cian (1 of 

2)

Spelling Rule 14 -

Endings which 

sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, 

–ssion, –cian (2 of 

2)

Spelling Rule 14 -

Endings which 

sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, 

–ssion, –cian (2 of 

2)

TEST WEEK Consolidation Week + Spelling Rule 27 

- Word list – years 3 and 4 - ci- to ea-

Words

mountainous

obvious

outrageous

poisonous

serious

spontaneous

tremendous

various

vigorous

completion

expression

discussion

confession

admission

expansion

extension

comprehension

electrician

completion

expression

discussion

confession

admission

expansion

extension

comprehension

electrician

hesitation

injection

invention

magician

mathematician

musician

permission

politician

tension

hesitation

injection

invention

magician

mathematician

musician

permission

politician

tension

20 words from the previous weeks early

earth

circle

complete

consider

continue

decide

describe

different

difficult

disappear


